The new Business and Property Division

Preliminary guidance for members of the ChBA

The legal basis of the new Division

Pursuant to section 7(1)(b) and section 7(3) of the Senior Courts Act 1981, an Order in
Council comes into effect from 1 October 2026 to change the name of the existing
Chancery Division into Business and Property Division. The Order is the Senior Courts
(Transfer, Amendment and Consequential Provision) Order 2026 (SI 2026 No.723). The
Order makes a corresponding change to the Head of that Division, from Chancellor of
the High Court to President of the Business and Property Division.

Consistent amendments to the Civil Procedure Rules come into effect on the same
date as the Order in Council pursuant to the Civil Procedure (Amendment No.2) Rules
2026 (S12026 No.817).

The amendments to the Practice Directions also to come into force on 1 October 2026
are in the 196% PD Making Document.

The Order can be found here:
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2026/723/contents/made

The CPR amendment rules can be found here:
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2026/817/contents/made

The Practice Direction amendments can be found here:
https://www.justice.gov.uk/documents/196-pd-making-document. pdf

The immediate effects

The judges will be judges of the Business and Property Division, including High Court
Judges and Masters.

The courts and lists will retain their existing names in the rules.

As set out below, the transition is expected to be relatively smooth and timely as
regards filing systems and forms.

Future steps

Itis understood that forms have been identified as needing changes and have been
prioritised; and the court guides are being worked on and will be ready in time.


https://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2026/723/contents/made
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2026/817/contents/made
https://www.justice.gov.uk/documents/196-pd-making-document.pdf

The ChBA has been told by the Chancellor in his address of 8 September 2026 that the
organisational adjustments in the Rolls Building have been worked out and the changes
to the CE File system will come into effect on Monday 5th October, having been
implemented over the previous weekend.

There is expected to be an increase in cross-deployment of judges between the King’s
Bench Division and the Business and Property Division. In terms of recruitment, new
judges who wish to sit in the courts and lists of the Business and Property Division will
apply to join that Division.

Explanation
Speaking to the Association on 8 September 2026, the Chancellor has explained:

“The reason for doing this is to modernise the court structure, bringing together
specialist courts under a coherent single division to improve access to justice,
efficiency, accessibility, and the UK's international competitiveness. Seen
against the background | have described, the replacement of the Business and
Property Courts with the Business and Property Division is a further logical step,
bringing all the components parts together into one Division of the High Court. It
makes sense because the work is so closely related — it is business and property
work —and it is good for court users to know which Division their claims ought to
be in.

It also makes sense to clarify the leadership arrangements. Just as an example,
the Chancellor has always something called “day to day” responsibility for all the
BPCs, but this was never defined and was not all that clear.

If you bring the Commercial Court, Admiralty Court and TCC into the same
Division as the existing courts and lists in Chancery, you cannot call that Division
the “Chancery” Division, because whatever the word “chancery” means, it is not
that. “Business and Property Division” is a logical name for it, given that the
Division consists of all the components formerly comprising the BPCs, and
President of the BPD is the logical name for the head of that new Division.

These changes to the Divisional structure will improve the administration of
justice in what we currently call the BPCs. That will be better for court users.
They are the people who matter and that is what matters most.”



